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Synopsis

Samuel Johnson’s literary reputation rests on such a varied output that he defies easy description:
poet, critic, lexicographer, travel writer, essayist, editor, and, thanks to his good friend Boswell, the
subject of one of the most famous English biographies. This volume celebrates Johnson’s
astonishing talent by selecting widely across the full range of his work. It includes "London" and
"The Vanity of Human Wishes" among other poems, and many of his essays for the Rambler and
Idler. The prefaces to his edition of Shakespeare and his famous Dictionary, together with samples
from the texts, are given, as well as selections from A Journey to the Western Islands of Scotland,
the Lives of the Poets, and Rasselas in its entirety. There is also a substantial representation of
lesser-known prose, and of his poetry, letters, and journals.This edition represents the single most
comprehensive anthology of Johnson’s works. With a new, modern package this is an invaluble
classic to add to your collection.About the Series: For over 100 years Oxford World’s Classics has
made available the broadest spectrum of literature from around the globe. Each affordable volume
reflects Oxford’s commitment to scholarship, providing the most accurate text plus a wealth of other
valuable features, including expert introductions by leading authorities, voluminous notes to clarify

the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further study, and much more.
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Customer Reviews

It's a bit of a misnomer to call this anthology "The Major Works," because the principle guiding the



original selection (under a different title) was to provide a diverse sampling of what he’d written --
and included items which would never be considered "major works" (such as a Latin school
exercise and letters). They are worth reading, but not "major works." That having been said, as an
*anthology™* of Johnson’s writings, this is the one to get..Oxford’s anthology of Samuel Johnson’s
writings is superior to Penguin’s because it is more comprehensive, and displays more of his
variety, as well as more of what he is known for. In comparison to the Penguin anthology, this
collection includes all of Johnson’s short fiction "Rasselas" (an excellent book -- read my review of it
in the Penguin edition of Rasselas): Penguin will ask you to buy a separate copy of Rasselas on top
of their anthology. In addition, Oxford’s anthology offers extracts of "Journey to the Western Islands
of Scotland" (Penguin has a separate volume of that, although there it is complete and coupled with
Boswell’'s companion piece)..The Oxford anthology offers 40 periodic essays (Ramblers,
Adventurers, & Idlers), a form for which he is well known; plus his prefaces to Shakespeare and the
Dictionary; the major poems (chief among them "London" and "The Vanity of Human Wishes"); a
sermon; an extract of a Parliamentarian debate; his Life of Boerhaave; his review of Soame Jenyn’s
"A Free Inquiry into the Nature and Origin of Evil," his political pamphlet "The Patriot," an extract
from a law lecture, extracts from "The Lives of The Poets", some letters... At over 800 pages, this is

very comprehensive..
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